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Toronto, January Ist, 1897. Un 
? 7 : Bs 
ge HonorasLeE Exisu James Davis, : ae 
= ‘ 7 ay 
- Registrar-General of the Province of Ontario, | ee 
« ee “ % 
2 Sir, Aa have the honor Roeanith to present the Twenty-Sixth Annual Report of : Uh 
Births , Marriages and Deaths of the Province of Ontario, being for the year 1895. on 
Bat | a 
‘The report makes reference to the following matters : ed 
fee! , as 
He a 
JT, Notes on the Several Registration Acts of Upper Canada and Ontario. an 
II. Notes on the Practical Operation of the Act of 1896. Ree a 
ILL. The Report of the Inspector of Vital Statistics. | | ae 
_1Y. The Act of 1896, printed in full. } ; io 
V. Notes on the Tabular Matter of the Report. } 2 
Vi. The Summarized Tables of Births, Marriages and Deaths. ei By 
ne The Appendix containing the Tables of Returns in full. oa 
: I am, Sir, a 
4 Your obedient servart, oa 
e P. H. BRYCE, eS 
Deputy Rezistrar-General. oh 
: 
? 
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I. Notes on the Several Registration Acts of Ontario. 


In the period prior to Confederation the sparsely settled character of many districts 
_ of the Province and their necessarily simple municipal organizations may be considered 
sufficient reasons why the United Canadas had not established any system of vital statis- 
tics. In 1859, however, an Act was passed, simple but effective in its provisions, for the 
collection and safe-keeping of the records of all marriages celebrated in Upper Canada. 
This Act continued in force till 1869. In 1868 an Act was passed by the Ontario 
Legislature and went into force in 1869, known as the Act respecting Births, Marriages 
and Deaths in Ontario. 


Under this Act the Provincial Secretary became Registrar-General of the Province, 
while the Clerks of the Peace of each county were made District Registrars, and were 
required to transmit books and forms, prepared by the Registrar-General, to the several 
Division Registrars or municipal clerks, who in turn were required to make their returns 
to the several District Registrars, and who again forwarded them to the Registrar-General. 
Under the Act the Division Registrar received ten cents from the parent or other person 
registering a birth, marriage or death. In 1875 an amendment was made in the law 
whereby the District Registrars disappeared and municipal clerks were brought into 
direct relations with the Registrar-General, receiving from him all instructions and blank 
forms, and transmitting to him the semi- annual returns. This Act provided that the 
municipality pay ten cents for each registration to the clerk. With slight alterations 
the Act of 1875 continued in operation till 1896. Its provisions were comprehensive and 
defined the duties of (a) the Reyistrar-General, (b) the Division or local Registrars, (c) 
the householder, (d) the clergyman, (e) the physician and (f) the undertaker. The 
objects of the Act as set forth in its several provisions were to obtain records of such in- 
formation as might be of use to the state in estimating the influence upon the population 
of climate and sanitary conditions, as, regarded the prevalence of all or any special 
disease as shown by the mortality tables, in studying the social conditions of the people 
as illustrated by the statistics of marriages and births, and of calculating the natural in- 
crease of the population as a whole, or in rural as compared with urban districts, and of 
the effects of industrial conditions and occupations of the people in different sections of 
the Province, upon the progress of settlement and population. An equally important, 
and perhaps more primary intention in the passage of the Act, was the collection and 
preservation of the records for the many purposes necessary in connection with those 
legal questions which are constantly arising in any complex and progressive civilization. 
That at so early a stage in the history of the Province, only thirty-two years after the 
first registration Act had been passed in England, and eighty years from the founding of 
Upper Oanada, the Legislature should have begun an annual stock-taking of its popula- 
tion, seems most creditable to its social advancement, since it was amongst the first of any ~ 
state or province on the continent to pass such a law; but that its efforts should have 
lacked somewhat of that accuracy which the populous communities of the Old World, 
with their developed municipal governments, have exhibited, seems but natural. 


The incompleteness of the returns, so far as such has existed, was due (1) to 
the imperfections in the Act itself, (2) to the lack of knowledge amongst a population of 
recent growth both of the terms and method of operation of the Act, and of the objects 
intended to be attained through it ; (3) to the sparseness of population in many districts 
and to the inadequacy of the means provided for obtaining accurate registrations, 
Some of these difficulties doubtless, to some extent yet exist; but the Act of 1896 has been 
passed with the distinct object of remedying evils, which past years had made abun- 
dantly apparent. 


(3] 


ES Sr 


Apart from the remodelling of the Act, by which its operations have been extended 
to the remotest settlements of the Province, it provides: (1) Zhat a local register 
be kept by the Division Registrar of every municipality or registration division. _ This 
register may be examined by any ratepayer. A copy of the facts therein contained 
must, however, as before be transmitted to the Registrar General, the record for legal 
purposes being still supplied by him. This provision has been welcomed on every hand, 
and will prove of value in collecting and preserving the returns in a more complete form 
than has bitherto been possible. | 


(2) Every Division Registrar is required to make a return on or before the fifth 
day of every month of all deaths from contagious diseases oscurring within the municipal- 
ity during the preceding month. This clause has proved of the greatest value in supply- 
ing to the Provincial Health Department an accurate record of contagious disease, which 
has even within the first half-year of the operation of the Act, enabled the Provincial | 
Health Office to take effective measures for suppressing localized outbreaks. The 
fortunate combination under one executive head of the two branches of vital statistics 
and public health enables the Regstration Act to become not only indirectly but directly 
a most important aid to the public health service. 


(8) The Division Registrar 1s now required under the Act to make diligent enquiry 
into the facts regarding any birth, marriage or death coming to his knowledge, which 
has not been registered. He must further, if failure to register continues, report the 
facts to the Department of the Registrar General. 


(4) Hvery medical practitioner attending at the birth of any child must forthwith 
give notice thereof to the Division Registrar of the municipality wherein the birth’ occur- 
red, ‘This provision is present in the Registration Acts of several neighboring states, and 
is an important addition to the facilities for obtaining complete registrations. 


(5) Lvery death must be registered before a legal burial can take place, and no 
undertaker, clergyman or other person can engage legally in any burial, unless he 
knows that the registration of the death has taken place. __ 


(6) The physcian in last attendance shall at death at once send a report of the 
death and its cause to the medical officer of health for certification. Thereupon the 
Division Registrar will register the death and issue the burial permit. 


(7) Every cemetery caretaker or the clergyman in charge of any church to which 
a cemetery is attached is required to make returns of the names of persons buried therein 
during the previous half-year to the Division Registrar. 


(8) The Division Registrars in view of the inadequate provisions previously made for 
the collecting and recording of the returns are now entitled to receive from the municipal- 
ity twenty cents for each complete registration as certified to by the Registrar General. 


II. Notes on the Practical Operation of the Act of 1896. 


The Act of 1896, whose provisions have been referred to, went into force in the begin- 
ing of May, but its operation may be considered as having begun on the lst of July. 
In other words it has been in operation for six months. The forms are allowed to pass 
free through the Post Office. The aim has been to supply, as freely as possible, all neces- 
sary forms to the several persons required under the Act to make returas. Simplicity 
and convenience have been sought after in the working details of the Act, and the old 
forms have been changed into post card blanks. The following are copies of the several 
card forms in use. 


tos 


— 
eee 


Address of Division Registrar on the reverse side. 


Form A. 
Issued by Registrar-General of Ontario. By Order of the Post- 
RETURN OF BIRTH | master-General, 
Counsy.. ts.0cc a eae ag DEVE Sten lsts creo Pie se aKa ets FREE. 
Name of child .......... | 


Sex ani Date of Birth ... 


Residence Siebel 5 Manes | Street, No. of, or Lot. . f 


Name of Father ........ | 


Maiden Name of Mother. | 


Occupation of Father.... | 


Physician in Attendance. 


signature of person making Return’: 0) ssa. ccs inate eta eee : 


&s Neglect» on the part of any parent, householder or physician to comply with 
the Act relating to Births, Marriages and Deaths is subject to a penalty of $10.00. 
(Secs, 15-16, 59 Vict., cap. 17.) , 


Address of Registrar-General on reverse side. 


MARRIAGE RETURN. 


Form B 
Issued by the Registrar-General of Ontario. By Order of the Post- 
master-Genera!, 
OUND. Mets SP Seu cent ins Dives Cision ne eee FREE. 
i GROOM, BRIDE. 


> 


Names of Parties a 


ae 


en 


Residence when | 
Married °. 

Bachelor, Spinster, 

Widower, Widow. 


Occupation ~.......2 
SL el a, | 
Religious Denomina-! 


ULO Ti ercpateity xls! ot eye key 


{ 


License or Banns. . a 


MBS er Ots LOGGINE tie sag b= aoe ele mis oho ale wai cae 
Signature of Person making eterna. s s'<<'<<.0 eco a olen sera tbe» polenta 


az This Return is to be made under Section 20, Sub-Sec. 4 of Chapter 39, Vict. 59. 


_ 1896, respecting the Solemnizatien of Marriages. 


Address of Division Registrar on the reverse side. 


Form C, 
Issued by the Registrar-General of Ontario. By Order of the Post- 
RETURN OF DEATH. marterGenenn 
SGUNEV ay is ss vnsh Fb Rese WDC p25 2 sca e lo Soltek eee es FREE, 
M. 
IVGING, ANG SAS, ote tok stress ui F. 
Date of Death.. Pivierl Rae ee 
PNG: cate a.te'2 foe Delngpea's mye s vstsie iba es 
Residence.......... se ee-ss...t. (Street. or Concession. wie 
Occupation TL MSR EE. LEE F ee “iages 
Where Born...........---++++:: ie ey rust ee 
Cause of Death and length of 
AEETOER sre. ectaren lh Cae eee se 


Name of Physician ...... 


Religious Denomination .... 
Date of Return, cco sane eae eee nin ae 


sar Neglect on the part of any parent, householder or physician to comply with the Act 
relating to Births, Marriages and Deaths is subject to a penalty of $10.00. (Secs. 21-22, 
59 Vict., cap. 17. 


Address of Registrur-General on reverse side. 


Issued by the Registrar-General of Ontario. By Order of the Post- 


Form D * | 
master-General, 


MONTHLY RETURN OF CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. 
: | FREE. 
MOGUILY goad cave Peete Sates 8 Dive eee tia u's cabs Geen 


Name of Disease. Deaths during Month. 


Source of Epidemic, where known. 


| 
“| 


Diphtheria he Mito Po | 


Measles . 


Typhoid or Malaria . 


Tuberculosis (or Con- | 
sumption), ........%. | 


| 
| 
Whooping Cough ...... a ey A ee 
| | 
} 


Remarks Od. ees SP | 
Date of Return 


Se ee) 


ee ee ek ee ee ee a tee ee eC MV Ce we 


far Kvery Division Registrar shal, on or before the 5th day of every month, make a 
Return of all deaths from Contagious Diseases occurring within the preceding month. Sec. 
11, Sub-Sec. 4 of Act Relating to Births, Marriages and Deaths. Cap. 17, Vict. 59. 


Ps 
Pd > 


i The cards A. O. and D. are transmitted in quantity to the 750 Division Registrars 
of the Province, these again forwarding the proper cards to physicians and householders 
in envelopes marked Free. The Form D. is returned as required monthly to the Registrar- 
General. Form B. is sent to the issuers of marriage licenses who are required under 
the Marriage Act to make immediate return to the Registrar-General of every marriage 

license issued by them. In this way tbe Registrar-General is enabled to check the mar- 
riage returns by clergymen to the Division Ragistrar, who returns copies of them to the 
Registrar-General every half year. For a month or two the correspondence relating to 
the use of the several forms was very great, but it soon became apparent that the forms 
were satisfactory aud that they served the intended purpose of simplicity and conveni- 
ence Along with these several forms a Burial and Transit Permit was issued, neces- 
sitated by the stringent clauses relating to the registration of deaths and burials. 


The following is a copy of the Burial and Transit Permit. 


Form F.—Certificate of Registration, prepared by the Registrar-General of Ontario. 


BURIAL PERMIT. 
also 


TRANSIT PERMIT. 


I HEREBY CERTIFY that the particulars of the Death of 


emis Peeiey => o'> RET Se cL oN roe ght) ebtatc pine Ma Ws X TOSULONE AIR 3s Uh. Shit yi S2 1 ie ee aia Meares eed eve On 
(at time of Death) 


ee ae ars et Ps eat et Ninn stein te opto cay See, Nee ce Mate sy Wik she hl UTR Es 5 PORNO it a eae tts 
have been registered by me, and that the provisions of Sections 22, 23 and 25, Chapter 17, Vict. 59, 1896, 
have been duly complied with. 


Ce ee ed 


Signed, 


eee sere eee eae eoe reese s eer e eee ere sees eeseree  F£Fr sense 


MOSES SECU GN flat «000 xia Sis U9 de wale ols O's Oh oe 189 Municipality, OF sail 3,102 Lvs taped Hegeteel eta Bartana 


Cap. 17, Vict. 59, 1896, Sec. 27. Any person who knowingly or wilfully makes, or causes to be made, a 
false statement touching any of the particulars required to be reported and entered under this Act 
shali upon conviction forfeit the sum of $50.00. 


Notice.—The above words ‘‘ Transit Permit”? must be scored out by the Division Registrar (thus, 
PATA EE-P EPA: in the case of a death due to anthrax, smallpox, cholera, scarlatina, 
diphtheria or croup, all which demand, under the Public Health Act, Cap. 205, R. S. O. 1887, 
private burial in a cemetery in common use by the Municipality wherein the death occurred. 


Copies of the following circular were likewise forwarded to Division Registrars 
drawing their special attention to those clauses of the Act with which they have to deal. 


READY REFERENCE NOTES ON THE ACT re BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS, 1896. 
Norres on Srctions or Cap. 17, 59 Vicr., 1896. 


- In order to have the provisions of the new Act put into force at once it has been thought advisable to 
not only forward copies of the new Act, which should be carefully examined, but also to direct the atten- 
tion of Division Registrars to some of the details therein contained. Referring to such Sections in their 
. order — 


Section. 7.—(1) Provides that applications for searches in records shall be made to the Registrar-General, 
accompanied by a fee of 25 cents for each search; and sub-sec. (2) requires the payment of a 
fee of 50 cents for every certificate issued. 

11,—(2) Provides that returns shall be made by Division Registrars half-yearly on or before the 

i 15th days of January and July in each and every year. Sec. 11, sub-sec. (3) requires that the 
returns received by Division Registrars shall be indexed in books prepared according to the 
form prepared by the Registrar-General and supplied at the cost of the municipality. 

11,—(4) Provides that returns shall be made to the Registrar-General on or before the fifth day of 
every month by Division Registrars of all deaths from contagious diseases according to the 
form supplied by the Registrar-Genezal. 


6e 
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Section 12. Burial certificates shall be delivered without fee to any person requiring the same for burial, 


according to the form prepared by the Registrar-General, stating that the particulars of such 
death have been duly registered. ; , j : 

‘13, Requires Division Registrars to make diligent inquiry concerning births, marriages and deaths 
and to notify the proper person to register the same. It is advised that a blank card be 
placed in the small envelc pes prepared for this purpose and addressed to the persons required 
by law to register. If after notification such registrations are neglected Division Registrars 
are required to send in a list of persons so neglecting to the office of the Registrar-General 
and addressed to the Inspector. 

‘© 14, Provides for Division Registrars correcting errors of registration within one year or sending the 
correction to the Registrar-General for correction. 

‘© 15, Provides for registration of births by the parent or other person responsible therefor withia 
thirty days of birth. 

‘16. Provides for registration of births, forthwith, by medical practitioners attending at such tirths 
on the forms supplied to them through the Division Registrar, which will be supplied by ths 
Registrar-General from time to time as asked for. 

‘© 17, Provides that no birth can be registered without the consent of the Registrar-General if neglect 
has continued for a longer period than one year from date of birth. 

‘¢ 19. Provides that the alteration of the name of any child shall be made only by the Registrar- 
General and within ten years from date of birth. 

‘¢ 20. Provides that all marriages shall be registered within thirty days from date of celebration. 

‘* 21. Provides for the registration of every death by the person responsible therefor before the inter- 
ment of the body. 

‘© 92, Every medical practitioner shall forthwith send the certificate of death to the Medical Health 
Officer in the case of cities, towns and villages, and to the Division Registrar in town-hips 
and in those cities, towns or villages where no Medical Health Officer exists. 

‘¢ 23. No removal for burial or no interment can legally take place until the certificate according to 
the fo:m prepared by the Registrar-General has been signed by the Division Registrar, except 
in the case of deaths from contagious diseases in townships, when the nearest Division 
Registrar may issue a burial certificate to be endorsed by the Medical Health Otficer of the 
raunicipality. This provision is to facilitate speedy private funerals and to prevent exposure 
to contagious diseases and transportation of contagious diseases on trains. 

‘* 24, Provides that no person in charge of a cemetery shall permit burials therein until he has 
received the certificate of the Division Registrar. Such caretakers and others shall likewise 
supply the Division Registrar with a list of the burials and the names of all persons buried 
therein during the previous half-year. 

‘¢ 25. Provides that no registration of the death of a body found outside of a house or of any person 

* after two years shall be made without the consent of the Registrar-General. 

: 26. Provides penalties for neglect on the part of Division Registrars to make returns. 

she lS: penalties for false statements concerning any particulars required to be made under 
1s Act. 

‘¢ 28. Provides penalties for neglect to make returns to Division Registrars and for prosecutions 
therefor by the Inspector of the Province, to be begun within two years after the time 
required to make the return. 

Soph Provides for the payment of 20 cents for each complete registration on presentation by Division 

P Registrar of the certificate of the Registrar-General to the Treasurer of the municipality. 

34, Repeals cap. 40 of the Revised Statutes of 1887. 


RICHARD HARCOURT, 
Registrar-General. 


In addition to the above circular another was sent out to the Division Registrars as 
well as to all the railway transportation companies operating in the Province of Ontario, 
drawing their attention to the provisions of the Act relating to the transportation of 
corpses by railway. 


\ 


CIRCULAR TO RAILROADS. 


Toronto, July 29th, 1896. 
To the General Manager of the......ccccs scccccccecsccces Railway. aes 


Srk,—In consequence of the many instances in which the officials of your railway have to deal with 
the question of the ‘transportation of corpses” by train, I take this opportunity of forwardmg to you 
blank forms adopted under the Consolidated Act Relating to Births, Marriages and Deaths as passed by 
the Legislature of Ontario in 1896. While exact in its provisions, every endeavor has been made to cause 
the operation of the Act to be as simple as possible, 


_ , You will notice that the red and blue cards for notification of deaths are the same, except that the red 
1s for use in cities, towns and villages, and the blue in townships. In the case of the former, the 
Medical Health Officer must have certified as to the correctness of the cause of death before the registra- 
tion and subsequent issue of the burial permit can ba made by the Town Clerk or Division Registrar. 


The railway authorities, therefore, are only interested in obtaining from the person in charge of a 
corpse, one of the burial permits, which is also a ‘Transit Permit”; but officials must be careful to see 
that whether or not the words ‘* Transit Permit” are scored out, the cause of death is not one of those for 
which transportation is forbidden by the Public Health Act. These Burial Permits are printed by the 
Registear-Generah only, and have been supplied to the Division Registrar in every Municipality in 

ntarlo, As no burial can legally take place without the Burial Permit accompanying the corpse, it is 


9 


a 


absolutely necessary that railway officials see that corpses transported, whether within or into Canada, are 
accompanied by a Burial Permit, with the cause of death stating that the body may be legally transported 
under the Public Health Act of Ontario, otherwise Medical Officers of Health will not receive them into 
their municipality. 


_ A copy of this circular has been transmitted to every Division Registrar in the Province, and the 
Division Registrar will be pleased to supply your railway with as many copies of the circular as you need 
for distribution to your local agents, and also with copies of the Burial Permit enclosed. 

I have the honor to he, 
Your obedient servant, 


PETER H. BRYCE, 


Secretary Provincial Board of Heaith, 
and Deputy Regi-trar-General. 


: N.B. --A copy of this circular has been sent to the superintendents of each of the railways operat- 
ing in Ontario.- 


In order fuller to familiarize the public and especially those persons required to per- 
form certain duties under it, a copy of the Act in pamphlet form was forwarded to every 
clergyman and every physician and every undertaker as far as known in the Province. 


It has been the desire and aim of the Registrar-General to facilitate in every way 
possible the working of the Act, which has been passed by the Legislature with the clearly 
expressed intention of giving to the public the many advantages, legal, scientific, social 
and economic, which arise directly or indirectly from the collection and study of 
vital statistics, 


It has been with much interest, associated with some anxicty, that the Registrar- 
General has awaited the termination of the first half year of the operation of the Act, im 
order by comparison and enquiry to find out to what extent the amendments to the Act 
have accomplished the end aimed at. With a view to obtaining the opinion of the 
Division Registrars, charged with the operation of the Act in the several municipalities 
of the Province, the following circular with questions answered below was issued to which 
up to date there have been 350 replies. : 

Toronto, November 5th, 1896. 
Dear Sir, — 


With the approach of the end of the first ha'f year in which the Act relating to Births, Marriages and 
Deaths, passed by the Lezislature in 1896, has been in operation the Registrar-General is anxious to obtain 
such opinions as to the operation of the Act, as will enable him to determine how far the amendments to 
the former Act have served to make the returns more complete, and the carrying out of the various par- 
ticulars required under it more satisfactory. 


He would therefore request you to give replies to the following questions, and to return the filled in 
Blank at your earliest convenience in order that the information supplied may be utilized in the prepara- 
tion of the Annual Report for the Department. - 


I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 


P. H. BRYCE, 
Deputy Registrar-Gencral. 


- The questions have been answered very generally. 
Question | : 


Have you been supplied with the special new Forms forwarded by the Registrar- 
General under the Act of 1896, and have you been able to obtain, on application, further 
supplies ? 

Question 2: 

Have you had any difficulty with the postal authorities (in the matter of postage) tm 
receiving or sending out the Forms under the Act? If so state particulars 

The answers to the first two questions indicate that the post-office arrangements have 
been perfect, and that all Division Registrars have received supplies of Forms, 

The answers to question 3 demand some remarks. 

Question 3: 


Have the reports of Births, Form “A,” been received with regularity from physicians ? 
Would you shortly relate your experience with this particular return ? 


10 ieee 
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Remembering how common the presence of physicians is at births in Oatario, and 
having learned from experience that the most imp2rfect returns ia former years have been 
those of births, the Legislature decided in view of the needs of the work and the ease with _ 
which physicians might aid in this statistical work, to require them to fill out birth re-— 
turns. To the end of making the work perfectly simple, every physician was to 
receive through the clerk of the municipality wherein he resided a package of post-cards- 
as already described. Their convenience has been acknowledged by all, and it is some- 
what remarkable that some Division Registrars have had to report unsatisfactory results as 
regards the operation of the Actin this particular. Taken in their order the following 
answers from several counties taken as they occur are repeated in almost the same pro- 
portion from every county. 


Fairly well / No attention paid to law! Physicians are not prompt / Very satisfactory / 
Pretty general! Yes! Returns regularly received from either parent or physician! Great. 
improvement ! Not different trom before! Physicians slow to report / Doctors do well / 
There isan improvement! Somedonot return! Delay at first on account of form asking 
Christian name! Some doctors register, others donot? Physicians fail to return berths / 
Physicians are most stupid and should be prosecuted. 


From the answers received, it would seem that on the whole the satisfactory character 
of the returns depends greatly upon the interest the local registrar takes in the work. The 
work of physicians is, especially in rural districts, arduous, irregular, and therefore not 
easily amenable to the regular order of a recorder’s office ; but generally if the Division 
Registrar is careful to keep him supplied with cards the physician will gradually get into the 
routine of making returns, That this section of the Act has been a valuable addition to its 
former provisions would seem fully proven from the increased returns of births in the 
second six months of 1896, as compared with the similar period in 1895. This will be 
illustrated by the figures in the table on page 13 of this report. 


As, for reasons referred to in previous annual reports, there seemed to be in Ontario 
a decline in births, seen in cities with accurate returns, as in the United States and other 
countries, the improvement in returns seen in the tables on page 13 is most gratifying. The 
answer has frequently been given:—'‘ Zhe returns will improve as physicians and the 
public become better acquainted with the working of the Act.” 


(Juestion 4 : 


Have the Forms relating to Deaths been regularly certified to by the Medical Health 
Officer (in Cities, Towns and Villages) prior to the issuance by you of the Burial Permit ? 


Here we have another set of replies to a question regarding an essentially new feature of the 
Act. In the old Act physicians were required to make a death return within ten days 
of all sick persons, on whom they had been in attendance The present Act requires the 
physician to make such return forthwith on learning of the death. It further requires 
that in cities, towns and villages such returns must be sent by him for certification to the 
medical health officer cf the municipality where the death took place, In townships and 
places where there is no medical health officer the return must be made to the clerk or 
division registrar. In all cases the card must have reached the hand of the clerk, and 
et death been registered and a burial permit granted, before the burial can legally take 
place. 

The answers to the questions run much as follows :— 

Permit neglected before burial/ No permit obtained / Permit refused / 

(The foregoing were from Algoma District.) 


Few deaths reported/ Permit often given before burial! Yes, permits obtained / 
Fegistration very good before burial! In most cases! Caretakers bury without authority 
of the Burial Permit! Yes! Not in all cases! Yes, if looked after! Registration certi- 
Jed prior to burial / Sections 2i, 22, 23 defective—provide no penalty / 


Tt will thus be seen that in the sparsely settled districts of Algoma, and to some — 
éx‘-nt in rural districts elsewhere where burial grounds have no caretaker, and often are in 


e, 
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charge of no church officer, that it will be some time before the burial prior to registra- 


tion will cease unless local registrars are vigilant in reporting cases of this kind to the 


Registrar-General. It doas not, of course, m3an that such daaths are not registered, but 
that the intention of the Legislature requiring that reasonable time be given for proper 
inquiry into the cause of deaths before burial takes place has not always been complied 
with. As there are at least 5,000 burying grounds in the Province, information as to 
the law will only gradually be diffused. 


Question 5— 


Have any special difficulties arisen in the operation of the Act in this particular? If 
80 state them in detail ? 


This question has practically been answered in the references made in the previous ques- 
tion, but these two answers are made :—‘ That clergymen and caretakers of cemeteries 
bury without permits, while physicians make returns of cause of death only when asked /” 


Question 6 : 


Have undertakers or others buried dead persons before the Burial Permits have ben 
issued, and if so what explanations have been given for such violation of the Act? Give 
details in any special cases. 


Here we find the explanations given for the answers in questions 4and 5. Thus :— 


Undertakers are careless / Undertakers do not like to comply with the law/ 
Undertakers do not take out Burial Permits! Permits taken out! General w_gnorance of 
the law! Cannot say! Ondertakers comply with law! Burial Permits taken out before 
buvial/ Undertakers take no notice/ Burial Permits are a source of trouble/ No 
Permits asked for / Permits taken out ! 

With these illustrative answers we again can see how varied are the answers given* 


It may in this matter be particularly indicated how active a local registrar is in the per- 
formance of his duties. He is required to search out these cases, and to report non- 


- com,liance with the Act to the Registrar-General. This his not as yet been done to any 


great extent, there being a general feeling that sooner or later they obtain, or think they 
do, the most of the returns, and that they must not be too hard upon themselves and 
others for non-compliance with the new Act. 


Question 7, 
Has the cperation of the Act resulted in increased returns of Births ana of Deaths ? 
Question 8 : 


Have any difficulties arisen in regard to the trunsport by train of bodies, and have any 
bodies dead of Contagious Diseases been so transported? State any particular instances. 


This is an attempt to obtain some idea of the operation of the Act, from the opinion or 


_ experience ot the Division Registrars. The answers usually are :— 


An increase / A good improvement! No increase! An increase! Decided improve- 
ment in return of deaths! Most decided improvement! Yes! Think returns have 
improved! Yes, returns have more than doubled! Deaths are much improved! Yes, 
very much better! Some increase! Yes, to some extent/ Law generally overlooked / 


_ I think there is an improvement of one-third yn returns / 


There is, as seen in these answers, an aimost complete concensus of opinion that the 
Act has resulted in a notable improvement in returns. This is illustrated by the table 
on page 1% of this report. 

Here we see on the whole an increase; but, as has been remarked in previous 
reports, no great change was expected in the marriage returns, as it had been presumed 
they were fairly complete. 


The improvement in death returns as seen in the above answers may be considered 
as notable, since tha monthly returns of deaths from contagious diseases have all indicated 
an unusual freedom from epidemic outbreaks, with a s3ason most favourable to health. 
This will be seen by reference to the table on page 12. 
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Question 9: , 

State in what particulars, if any, the working of the Act might in your opinion be 
amproved ? 

The answers to this must be considered extremely favorable to the working of tle 
Act, remembering that its operation is new, and to some extent exacting. 


Eight of these are: Inspector should prosecute! Actis a good one / Postmasters 
should be supplied with blanks! Some difficulty in regard to burial permits / Physicians 
should give all particulars in regard to adeath / Clergymen and doctors should be supplied 
with a book! Pay more salary! Present Act isa great improvement / Suggests that the 
number of cases of sickness be reported monthly / The Act is too stringent in regard to 
burial permits / Believe it would be well if the nearest Division Registrar could issue 
burial permit / 

From the statistical results, of which examples have already been given, and frcm 
the numerous answers received and quoted from the circular sent out to Division Regis- 
trars, it is quite apparent that the Act cf 1896 has proved itself a notable advance 
toward the attainment of that completeness of returns so much sought for. It was 


to ke expected that a change in the law, which was likely to lay increased work upon 


an already overworked set of municipal officers, compared with the remuneration 
received, should meet with some objectiors; but the free postage, the abundance and 
convenience of the forms supplied, and the increased fee for each registration, has served 
to give on the part of the Division Registrars a decided impetus to the work of obtain- 
ing complete returns, The inconveniences to the public which here and there have been 
noted have been wholly with regard to the registration of deaths and of permits prior to 
burial and occur in practice only in sparsely settled municipalities. Suggestions have been 
made of various kinds, such as utilizing post-masters for issuing burial permits; but it is 
apparent that the very objects aimed at of a public record being kept by a responsible 
municipal cfficial of the particulars as to the cause of every death, and a strict compliance 
with the terms of the law before the inhumation of any dead body, must serve as a deterrent 
to illegal practices, and if not, then to a greater likelihood of investigation of suspicious 
cases, before burial shall have made detection of crime in some cases impossible. A certain 
amount of reciprocity in the issue of burial permits might be possible between the Divi- 
sion Registrars of two neighbouring municipalities ; but it is possible that any attempt 
to adjust this by law would only cause confusion, while the public will very soon have 
become accustemed to the existing practice. 
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Tuble making comparison between the returns for the second half year of 1896, under the 


the second half year of 1895 under the old Act. 


The comparison is made of all returns received up to end of January, 1897, amounting to 90% of 
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SSS SE LE TE EE ES TL EEO BE EE EE A 


rat Report of the Inspector of Vital Statistics. 


Toronto, January Ist, 1897. 
To THE HonouraBLe E. J. Davis, 


Registrar- General of Ontario. 


Sir :—I have the honor to report that during the past year I visited for the purpose 


___ of inspection the Division Registrars of 101 municipalities within the counties of Carleton, 
aw . Elgin, Essex, Frontenac, Haldimand, Hastings, Kent, Lanark, Leeds and Grenville, Len- 
nox and Addington, Lincoln, Middlesex, Northumberland and Durham, Ontario, Oxford, 


Peterborough, Simcoe, Victoria, Welland, and York. I also made enquiries at many of 
these places of the mayors, reeves, clergymen, physicians, undertakers, and other in- 
terested parties as tothe working of the amended Act relating to the registration of 
births, marriages and deaths. 


I find the consensus of opinion, especially on the part of the division registrars 
theniselves, highly favorable to nearly all of the several amendments which have been 
. introduced, and as a result the returns for the past year will show a considerable 
improvement, in almost every respect, over those of any previous year since the Registra- 
tion Act was first introduced. 


a The provision in the new Act by which a register of all the births, marriages, and” 
deaths is to be kept by the Division Registrar of each municipality seems to have met 
__-with universal favor, and certainly impresses the clerk with a better idea ofthe import- 
ance of his work than did the slip-shod mode which had heretofore been in vogue. 


ae Another most acceptable improvement has been the increase in the fee from ten to 
twenty cents for each registration. As I have frequently pointed out the fee of ten cents. 
was ridiculously inadequate for the work that a Division Registrar was called upon to do 
in order to secure the necessary information to ensure a correct return, and I feel assured ° 
no municipality will begrudge the payment of a sum that comes a little nearer recogniz- 
-__ ing the axiom that ‘‘the laborer is worthy of his hire.” The increased fee has no doubt 
stimulated to increased exertion and larger returns must necessarily follow. 


! About the only objection I have heard against the working of the new Actis in con- 
nection with the obtaining of “burial permits.” No doubt a hardship is occasionally en- 


tailed upon the party who has to travel ten or fitfeen miles in order to obtain the neces- 
_——s sary permit, only to find he has frequently to wait for a considerable length of cime owing 
& to the absence of the Division Registrar from his home. Various means have been sug- 
a gested by which this trouble might be obviated, one proposition being that permits, signed 
a in blank, be left with postmasters to be filled in by them as required, another that the 
% medical health officer be given charge of them, and still another that all medical prae- 
____ ticioners in good standing be allowed the same privilege. While the adoption of any one 
____ of these propositions would no doubt make it an easier matter to obtain a permit, I am 


afraid it would to a great extent do away with the protection that is now afforded by the 
necessity of a permit being procured before burial can take place, and therefore I would. 
not at present recommend any change in the Act in this respect. 


During the past year a number of instances of breaches of some clause of the Act,— 
mostly of a minor nature,—were reported by Division Registrars, but in nearly every 
case @ warning from the Department has had the desired effect and reparation as far 


as possible has been made, I have not, therefore, felt compelled to proceed to 
= _, extremes by prosecuting any parties for infraction of the Act, but I would respectfully 
----—s urge,—as the amended Act has been in force for nearly a year, and therefore its pro-. 


BY _ visions should be well underatood by all parties,—that the penalty clauses be more fully 
enforced in the future. 

Iam glad to be ahle to say that the physicians as a body, who, for such a long 
. period, were so backward in making reports to the Division Registrars, have shown a 
; great improvement in this respect during the past year. Many of them, however, are 
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still slow in carrying out their duties, and until such an important section of the com- 
munity interest themselves actively in assisting the Division Registrars in perfecting the 
returns of births, marriages and deaths, vital statistics will be by no means a3 satisfactory 
as they otherwise should be. 


Taken altogether the work of the Division Registrars for 1896 shows, in many ways, 
a marked improvement over any previous year, and gives renewed hope that in the near 
future we may reasonably expect the returns to be entirely satisfactory. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Rk. B. HAMILTON, 
Inspector Vital Statistics. 


IV. An Act Revising and Consolidating the Acts Respecting the Regis- 
tration of Births, Marriages and Deaths. 


‘ET ER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of 
jt. Ontario, enacts as follows :— 


1. The term ‘‘ occupier,” used in this Act, sha!l be construed to include the master, governor, keeper, 
warden or superintendent of a gaol, penitentiary, lunatic a-ylum, poor asylum, hospital, industrial home, 
hous? of refuge, or other public or private charitable institut‘on., 


Orrick AND DuTIES OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL. 


2. For the purposes of this Act the Registrar General of the Province shall be that member of the 
Mxecutive Council whose department for the time being is charged with the administration of the Act, 


%. The Lieutenant-Governor ia Council may appoint an inspector, whose duty shall be to inspect the 
diff-rent registration offices throughout the Province, and carefully examine the different schedules, to see 
that the entries and registrations are made and completed in a proper manner and in legible handwriting. 
He shall institute prosecutions for violations of this Act whenever so instructed by the Registrar General. 


4. The Registrar-General shall cause copies, certified by the division registrar, of the original returns 
of the births, marriages and deaths in each division, together with all the particulars communicated to 


him by the division registrars, to be arranged, indexed, bound and kept in the office of the Registrar- 
General. 


5. The Registrar-General shall annually collate, publish and distribute for the use of the Legislature, 
# full report of the births, marriages and deaths of each preceding year, giving such detzvils, statistics and 
information as the Lieutenant-Governor in Council may think necessary. 


6. The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may from time to time make such rules, orders and regulations 
@a may be required for the purpose of effectually obtaining the information required by this Act. 


7,.—(1) Any person shall be entitled at all reasonable hours on payment of a fee of twenty-five cents, 
and on signing the form of application prescribed by the Registrar-General, to examine the records of 
births, marriages and deaths kept in the office of the Registrar-General. 


(2) The Regi-trar-General shall when requested issue a certificate contaming the details of any entry 
found in the records of the office, on payment by the applicant of a fee of fifty cents. Any such certificate 
shall be prima face evidence in any court in the Province of the facts stated therein. 


&. The Reg'strar-General shall cause such schedu’es or forms to be prepared from time to time as may 
be approved by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, in order to the procurement of correct statistical 
information ; and he shall distribute the same to the several division registrars, and the costs and expenses 


of such forms and the expenses attendant upon the distritution thereof shall be paid out of the consolidated 
rev nue fund of the Province, 


REGISTRATION DISTRICTS. 


9. All territory within the limits of the Province of Ontario, shall, for the purpose of this Act, be a 
part of sume registration division; every city, town, incorporated village, township or union of town- 
ships, shall be a regi-tration division ; and any terr:tory not by this Act already included in some registra- 


tion division may by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council be attached to some existing registration division 
or be set apart as a new registration division. 


sys , 


i, -10. Where any registration division is not within any organized municipality, the Lieutenant- 
- Governor in Council may appoint a division registrar for the same, and may make such rules and regula- 


tions as may be necessary to secure a correct record of the births, marriages and deaths occurring therein 


until the territory comprising the registration division, or some part thereof, either with or without other 
- territory, becomes a municipality. 


OFFICE AND DoTIESs OF DIVISION REGISTRARS. 


1!,—(1) The clerk of every municipality, other than counties, shall be the division registrar of the 
game, 


(2) Every division registrar shall receive the forms sent by the Registrar-General, and keep the same 
in a place of safety; he shall use all available means to obtain the necessary information as hereinafter 
required in this Act, and shall make entry thereof on said forms, and he shall on or before the 15th 
days of January or July in each and every year make his returns for the preceding half year to the 
Registrar-General. The forms received and prepared by the division registrar, containing the information 
required by the Act shall be preserved by him for at least one year, and the information therein 
contained shall be transferred to schedules or forms certified under his hand for transmission to the 
Registrar-General. 


(3) The original returns shall be entered and indexed in a book kept by the division registrar for the 
purpose, the said book to be supplied at the cost of the municipality and to be pre- 
pared according to the form prepared by the Registrar-General. 


(4) Every division registrar shall further be required to make areturn on or before the fifth 
day of every month, on post cards supplied by the Registrar-General and prepared for the purpose, 


of all the deaths from contagious disease occurring within the municipality during the preceding 


month. 


12, Every divisiion registrar shall, immediately upon registering any death, deliver without fee or 
reward, to any person requiring the same for thé purpose of burial, a certificate according to the form pre- 


‘pared by the Registrar-Genera!, that the particulars of such death have been duly registered. 


13. In case any division registrar has reason to know or to believe that any birth, marriage or death 
has taken place within his registration division, and which the legal informant has neglected to register, 
it shall be his duty to make diligent enquiry into the fact, and if thereupon he shall have 
reason to know or suspect that such birth, marriage or death has taken place he shall notify the 
proper party of his duty to register the same. Upon failure of the latter to do so the division 
registrar Shall forthwith supply the inspector of vital statistics tor the Province with 
suoh information as he possesses in regard to the matter. 


14. If within one year from the registration of any birth, marriage or death with the division 
registrar, any of the particulars of such birth, marriage or death are found to be incorrect, then upon the 
same being reported to the proper division registrar within the time aforesaid it shall be his duty to enquire 
into the same, and if sat‘sfied that the entry is incorrect, to correct the error according to the truth of the 
case, enterlng the correction in the margin, without any alteration of the original entry. If the sche- 


dule containing a copy of the original entry of such birth, marriage or death has been_returned to the 
- -Registrar-General the division registrar shall report the error to the Registrar-Generua|, whose 


duty it shall be to correct the error in the margin of the schedule, as well as in the indexed record thereof, 
without altering the original entry. 


REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS. 


15, The father of any child born in this Province, or, in case of his death or absence, the mother, or 
in case of the death or inability of both parents, any person standing in the place of the parents, or if there 
is no such person, then the occupier of the house or tenement in which to his knowledge the child was born 
or the nurse present at the birth, shall within thirty days from the date of the birth give notice 
thereof to the registrar of the division in which the child was born, giving as far as possible the particulars 
required in the form provided under this Act, with such additional information as may from time to time 
be required by the Registrar-General. 


16, It shall be the duty of every qualified medical practitioner attending at the 
birth of any child born within this Province to give notice forthwith thereof to the 
registrar of the division in which the child was born, giving as far as possible the particulars re- 
quired in the form provided by the Registrar General, with such additional information as may from time to 
time be required by the Registrar-General, on forms to be supplied through the division regietrar. 


‘17, In registering the birth of an illegitimate child, it shall not be lawful for the name of any person 
to be entered as the father unless at the joint request of the mother and of the person acknowledging him- 
self to be the father ; and in all cases of the registration of the birth of illegitimate children the division 


registrar shall write the word ‘‘Illegitimate” in the column set apart for the name of the child, and 


immediately under the name, if any. 


18. Although neglect to register any birth within thirty days has occurred, a division registrar 
may still register the same within one year after the birth has occurred ; but, if the neglect 
has continued for a longer period, the birth shall not be registered except with the written 
authority of the Registrar-General, and the fact of such authority having been given shall be entered in 
the column set aside for remarks in the form specially supplied for the purpose. The authority of the 
Registrar-General shali not, however, extend to the registration of any birth if over tem years shall 
have elapsed since such birth took place. 


2+ R.G. 
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19 Where the birth of any child has been registered, and the name, if any, by whichit was _ 


registered, has been altered, or ifit was registered without a name, when a name : 
is given to it the parent or guardian of the child or other person procuring the name to be 
altered or given, May within ten years next after the registration of the birth, deliver to the Regis- 


trar-General a certificate signed by the minister or person who performed the rite of baptism upon which — 


the name was given or altered, or if the child is not baptized, signed by the father, mother or guardian of 
the child, or other person procuring the name of the child to be given or altered, and the Registrar-General 
shall upon the receipt of the certificate make the necessary alteration in the margin of the schedule con- 
taining the original entry, without making any alteration in the entry, as well as make the same changes 
in the index recording such birth. 


REGISTRATION OF MARRIAGES. 


20. Every clergyman, minister or other person authorized by law to celebrate marriages, shall report 
every marriage he celebrates to the registrar of the division within which the marriage is celebrated, 
within thirty days from the date of the marriage, with the particulars required in the form 
provided under this Act, and in order to better enable the clergyman, minister or other person to make the 
report as aforesaid, he shall be furnished by the division registrar of the division in which he resides with 
blank forms containing the particulars required under this Act. 


REGITSTRATION OF DEATHS. 


21. The occupier of a house or tenement in which a death takes place, or, if the occupier be the person 
who has died, then some one of the persons residing in the house in which the death took place, orif the 
death has not taken place within a house, then any person present at the death 
or having any knowledge of the circumstances attending the same, or the coroner 
who attended any inquest held on such person, Shall before the interment of the body supply 
to the division registrar of the division in which the death took place, according to his or her knowledge or 
belief, all the particulars required to be registered touching such death, in the form provided under this 
Act, 


22. Every duly qualified medical practitioner, who was last in attendance during the last 
illness of any person, Shall forthwith on notice uf the death of such person, send to the 
medical health officer of the municipality, in all cities, towns and villages for 
inspection and subsequent transmission to the division registrar, or in case there is none, to the division 
registrar of the division in which the death took place, a certificate under his signature of the cause of 
death, according tothe form prepared by the Registrar-General, to be provided by the division registrar, 
who shall be furnished with such forms, and who shall supply them to the physicians resident within his 
municipality. J 


23. Noremoval for burial of the dead body of any person shall take place, and 
no undertaker, clergyman, sexton, householder or other person shali engage in 
the burial of the dead body of any person unless acertificate of registration has 
been previously obtained and shown to the person so removing or engaging in 
the burial of the dead body. Provided that when death from a contagious disease has occurred — 
in any township, a certificate of registration from the nearest division registrar after revision by the medi- 
cal health officer of the township and his certification thereof endorsed thereon shall be sufficient ; but such 
division registrar shall forward the certificate to the registrar of the division in which the death occurred. 


24, The caretaker or owner of any cemetery or burial ground whether public 
or private, or any clergyman having charge ofa churchto which a burial ground 
is attached shall not permit the interment of the dead body of any person in the 
burial grounds over which he has charge unless he has received a certificate 
under the hana of the division registrar of the division in which the death took place, that 
the particulars of the death have been duly registered. He shall further be required before the 
last day of June and of December in each year to supply the registrar of the divi- 
sion in which the burial ground is situate, a list of the number of burials therein during the 


previous half year, giving the names of the persons whose bodies are therein buried, and the dates on 
which the interments took place, 


23. After the expiration of two years next after any death, and in all cases 
where the dead body of any person is found elsewhere than in a house, that death shall not be 
registered except with the written authority of the Registrar-General, and the fact of 
such authority being given shall be entered in the schedule provided for the registration of deaths. 


PENALTIES. 


x 


f—. 26, Incase any division registrar neglects or refuses to make returns as required by this Act, he shall 
be notified by registered letter of such negiect by the Ragistrar-General. If after notification, he 
shall fail within one month to make such return, it shall be competent for the 
Regietrar-General to refuse to issue the certificate fur the payment of the fees due him by the muni- 
cipality for which the return is made, even though the return should be made at a later date, and he 
shall, upon conviction before any magistrate or justice of the peace, forfeit the sum of $50 to Her 
Majesty. Such suit shall be conducted by the county crown attorney when instructed by the Registrar- 


Lome and the costs of the prosecution shall be borne by the municipality in default in the matter of 
returus, 


- 
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27, Any person who knowingly or wilfully makes, or causes to be made, a 


a. false statement touching any of the particulars required to be reported and 
entered under this Act, shall, upon conviction thereof before any stipendiary or police magis- 
a trate or justice of the peace, forfeit the sum of $50; and any physician making a false statement as to the 


cause of death of any person shall be subject to disclipine by the Ontario Medical Council. 


28, If any person required by this Act to report births, marriages, deaths or burials to the divisicn 
registrar refuses or neglects to do so within the time named, such person shall, for each and every cffence, 
forfeit and pay a sum not less than $1 nor more than $10 and costs, in the discretion of the presiding 
magistrate or justice before whom the case is heard; and it shall be the duty of the inspector of vital 
statistics for the Province on notize by any division regirtrar to make investigation, and where necessary 
to institute such proceedings against such persons so neglecting or refusing to make the required reports ; 
but, if the return required by this Act to be made by more than one person is made by any one of such 
_ persons the other of such persons shal] not be liable to any penalty in respect of his default, and such pro- 
secution shall be commenced within two years after the time allowed for reporting the birth, marriage, 
death, or burial. — 


ee. 


29. Any stipendiary or police magistrate or any justice of the peace having jurisdiction within the 
locality where any offence against this Act has been committed may hear and determine the complaint, 
and shall have power, in case the penalty and costs awarded by him are not forthwith paid upon convic- 
tion, to levy the same by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the offender by warrant under his 
hand and zeal, and in default of payment or of sufficient distress, the offender may, by warrant signed and 
sealed as aforesaid, be imprisoned in the common gaol for a period not less than one day nor more than 
twenty days, at the discretion of the justice, unless the penalty, costs and charges of commitment are 

’ sooner paid, 


FrEers, 


30. All fees received by the Registrar-General shall ba placed to the credit of the Registrar-General’s 
department in the books of the Treasurer of Ontario, 


31.—(1) Every municipality in the Province of Ontario shall pay annually to the division registrar 
appointed therefor under this Actafee of twenty cents for each complete registration of birth, 
marriage or death returned according to the schedules provided under this Act, on the presentation of the 
certificate of the Registrar-General to the Treasurer of the municipality ; but a city or town containing 
more than ten thousand inhabitants may limit the aggregate compensation allowed to the division 
registrar. No certificate for payment of these fees shall be issued by the Registrar-General until he is 
satisfied that every return has been made as complete as under the circumstances may be possible. 


(2) The penalties mentioned in this Act shall be payable, one moiety to the informant, and one moiety 
to the municipality. 


(3) All expenses incurred in prosecutions under this Act, in all cases, whether or not a conviction is 
obtained, shall be payable out of the funds of the municipality to which a moiety of the fines are payable. 


my 32. Fees shall be paid at the rates set forth in section 31 of the Act to every division registrar 
appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council] for any registration division, and not included within 
_——s any municipality, out of moneys voted by the Legislature for this purpose. 


33. The county record of marriages prepared under chapter 72 of the Consolidated Statutes of Upper 
Canada, 1859, by the clerks of the peace and now preserved in the county registry offices, shall on request 
be delivered to the Registrar-General, and shall be kept for preservation and reference among the records 
in the office of the Registrar-General. 


34. The Act respecting the Registration of Births, Marriages and Deaths, being chapter 40 of the 
; Revised Statutes of Ontario, and all Acts or parts of Acts amending the same are repealed. 


V. Notes on the Tabular matter of the Report. 


The summary of the detailed statistics contained in the appendix will be found in | 
the special tables at page 22 of the report proper. 


Births —The total births recorded in 1895 is 41,628, or a decrease of 423 as com- 
pared with that in 1894, or a rate of 18.8 per 1,000 of population. The number of births 

by months is seen in Table 11., page 35, and the proportion of male to female births in 
Table 10, page 33. 


The number of illegitimate births, twins and triplets, recorded in 1895 is found on 
Table 9, page 33. 


ee 
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354 marriages as compared with 1894, The marriages by months and quarters will be found 
in Table 12, page 85, and marriages by denominations in Taple 13, page 35. The same 


ratios of marriages by quarters and by denominations are seen in 1895 as in the several — 


previous years. 


Deaths.—The total number of deaths in 1895 was 22,461, being a decrease of 77 


as compared with 1894, or a rate 10.1 per 1,000 population. 


The following table shows the increase (I) or decrease (D) by classes of diseases as compared 
with 1894. 


I.=Increase. 


D.= Decrease. 

PAY UDGEIG GISOABER i. 9) <x a+) un iors Ale aaraera seein Pel aaa 4,429 3,987 D, =442 
Constitutional diseases... ihio..eckey 2 temeiai tins Varese or 4,769 4,681 D.= 88 
Local SSi vis CUE EL Sad Ge Ce ites har roete 7,978 8,140 T.=="162 
Developmental Se. sedi elke) eee ees eae ee 4,188 4,522 I= 334 
Violent deaths ...... ape aims Reet 7 lap eee i ’ 783 779 = 4 
Cause not specified ..... SPR es Ba Ae PRG oid cts Moet 39] 352 Di 39 

Toba deg rhs & 5 Mialesaietete rare Bicee eave ale ween arahere eae 22,538 22,461 Deen 


- he following table shows the increase or the decrease of deaths by classes of disease 
in cities. 


Table showing increase (I) or dezrease (D) of deaths by classes in cities as compared 
with 1894. 


he I.=Increase. 
aha 1894. 1895. D.= Decrease. 
so ee mane! 
| 
MYMotic Wigeased, U...04 0% he bn hip Pe San eS 1,274 | 1,234 Di, 20 
Consiitnizonal diseases’. ho. ici. tee ees Soe ee 1,417 1,503 586 
Local radie Ccemcah oo tly es Oh ABE 00 2%, Sten ote tt 2375 2,503 lise 128 
Developmental BAe ng Set ete Oe i SA aS ARN i eae 1,147 1,232 T= 
Wiolent deaths: :< 5 sinus Seecues bea Coe aide eieeaes 192 194 =" 92 
gure hot specified \. ooo. te a een | 45 25 Disa 2u 
Oba aS id AT Dake ye ae ie ae ge ie 6,450 6,711 T= 26k 


For the whoie Province the total deaths from phthisis in 1895 were 2,472 as com- 


pared with 2,379 in 1894. The total deaths from diphtheria and croup were 942 in 1895, 


as compared with 1,075 in 1894. 


The following table gives the total deaths from individual communicable diseases in ‘ 


1895 as compared with 1894 for the whole Province : 


Marriages.—The total marriages recorded in 1895 was 13,987, or of 27,974 per- 
gons were married. This is a rate of 6.3 per 1,000 of population, and is a decrease of — 


> 
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The following table shows the deaths from individual communicable diseases in 


cities in Ontario in 1894-95: ~ 
1894 | 1895, 
eee | | d a oe 
| es 8 : 3 fa Es E J £ 
oad 42 ° 3S fies ~ — S 
oO each = po} —_ 
ras (ae Bullies ai aes Mec eat eee 
a a f a a a Ge | om 
Mipronea) ...S:es Puen ets Soleesste ‘a 442 | 110 45 68 430 | 147 56 | 14 
PABIUINUGOTI Ts cantata atte Cees siete 80 72 9 2 104 ll {2 10 
MIDEAWSLE Samo AT eee css Bees e 98 124 18 19 91 78 22 | 25 
MGDHOOD. snc Bante n s'ealcids dbs sis « 54 4 (( 1 51 9 12 1 
LCROIT LS lly Sy SS a ey 33 5 ah oF es tare ane 27 26 | Ge) teen a 
Brantioreetine..cisags) 2: 19 10 | 9 14 26 18 | 16 | ye hehe 
TOLER etna es < Occ ate ts 17 2 2 | 3 | Ea] 4 1 1 
Mab aralian W. yit,. tae bec sabe 13 1 | SM SAL RC 24 pa! 5 | 1 
eID IAB es ee ose nck wade cen 12 1 3 | 1 | Lt | 5 3 Renal: 
RUB DUIATPNOS Soon ch feeve ad os iS 5 | 5. | %y | 21 3 2 | Ee Fiea 
BRUNO AA seh ay o Nao 014 8 > vin. pe = | LOO Nias waite 4 | 1 8 1 2 1 
UM TELBORE Sb coh c crits: tbe Lied veto a4 « | PA a Neuen 5 DEN a ae 21 2 Eee ig ye ete 
| 3 | Soke ores 7 5 5 | 1 


Rep hatn wheels te, ok he | 3 12 


In view of the studies in other annual reports of marriages, births and deaths 


based upon the returns made under the old Registration Act, it has been thought proper 


to delay further comparative study of the returns until we shall have learned how 
far the returns under the Act of 1896 exceed in completeness those previously received. 
As already indicated by the tables found on page 12 it will be impossible, except in a 
comparative manner to study for any year the prevalence of any particular disease or 
class until after a number of years of improved returns may make it desirable to 
compare the mortality of one year with that of another. 

It is trusted that the improvement already experienced in the number and com- 
pleteness of returns will prove permanent and that hereafter the vital statistics of the 
Province of Ontario may approach that perfeotion which marks those of the older 
communities of Europe. 
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